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(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To rotate the plane of the polarization of a laser beam at 
a high speed. 

CONSTITUTION: Two half-wavelength plate rotation devices rotating 
a half- wavelength plate with the propagating direction of light as an 
axis are arranged with respect to the linearly polarized incident light 
1. Then, the light is transmitted by rotating the first-stage half- 
wavelength plate rotation device 6 and the next-stage }na\f- 
wavelength plate rotation device 7 by reversing the directions 
thereof. Thus, the plane of polarization of the light transmitted 
through the rotation device 7 can be rotated at speed twice as high 
as the speed of the sum of the rotational speed of the first-stage and j^tr^'j 
the next-stage rotation devices. 
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